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SHARK DETERRENT DEVICES — RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
67. Hon DIANE EVERS to the minister representing the Minister for Fisheries: 
(1) What was the outcome of a $300 000 grant provided by the Barnett government in 2013–14 to 

Shark Shield Pty Ltd to develop a surfboard fin system with an electronic shark deterrent? 
(2) In relation to (1), will the minister please table the results of the research; and, if not, why not? 
(3) How much money in total has been allocated by the Barnett and McGowan governments for research and 

development and verification of Shark Shield Pty Ltd shark deterrent products? Please list the date and 
purpose of each allocation. 

(4) How much money in total has been allocated by the Barnett and McGowan governments for research and 
development and verification of shark deterrent products made by Surfsafe Pty Ltd? Please list the date 
and purpose of each allocation. 

(5) Of the total applications for a rebate for a Shark Shield Freedom7 to date, how many units are on back 
order due to demand outstripping supply? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1) The outcome of the funding was a final report titled “Integrated surfboard electronic shark deterrent to 

protect surfers and swimmers”. I table the report. 
[See paper 1141.] 
(2) Yes. 
(3) Funding of $300 000 was provided by the Barnett government to Shark Shield Pty Ltd in 2013–14 to 

develop new surfboard fins with an in-built electronic shark deterrent, and $220 573 was provided to the 
University of Western Australia in 2012–13 to independently test and improve existing shark deterrents. 

(4) Nil. 
(5) As of 13 March 2018, 1 591 rebates have been allocated; however, the issue of back orders is 

a commercial matter between the supplier of the Shark Shield Freedom7 devices and individual retailers. 
 


	SHARK DETERRENT DEVICES — RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

